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Laura Leclair and Julian Smith are Eastern Canada/Candy Cane Cup Sprint Champions
Pierre Grall-Johnson and Bronwyn Williams, 3rd on their home course at Nakkertok

Gatineau, Quebec, December 11, 2021 – Pouring rain greeted the almost 500 competitors at
Gatineau’s Nakkertok Ski Centre, as they arrived for the FIS Eastern Canada Cup, the first major
ski race in Eastern Canada, since the start of the pandemic. Fortunately the weather cleared up
a bit by race time and there were fast conditions as Chelsea’s Laura Leclair and Varennes’s
Étienne Hébert set the fastest time in the skate sprint qualifier, for the knockout heats.
In the first semi-final Parry Sound’s Shaylynn Loewen came through to finish just in front of Laura
but in the final it was Leclair who led the way for the full race finishing just .3 seconds ahead of
Loewen who had made a late charge for the top of the podium. Cantley’s Bronwyn Williams
finished 3rd, on a day she would have normally been racing in Switzerland, at the recently
cancelled World University Games.
Laura Leclair: “I feel great, I'm happy with my form, the conditions were super fast, the skis were super
fast. I'm definitely not in peak form, which will be more in early January (I hope), but it definitely bodes
well for the rest of the season.”

On the men’s side, Owen Sound’s Julian Smith finished first in the quarters and semis but trailed
local favourite Ottawa’s Pierre Grall-Johnson for much of the final. It was on the final downhill
that the finish order was decided with Smith and Étienne Hébert moving to the front, to finish 1st
and 2nd respectively, the top U23 athlete. Julian made it 2 Canada Cup sprint wins in a row, after
winning the Western Canada Cup race, last weekend in Sovereign Lake, B.C.
Julian Smith: “The race went really well today, it was super fun, the volunteers put on a really good
event. It was really wet and rainy this morning, but that actually made it for a really fast day. “
Pierre Grall-Johnson:” It was pretty good, I was happy with how the day went. Despite the conditions,
I was happy with the final. It’s awesome racing at home, the volunteers did a great job, Nakkertok is
always a great place to race and overall, I’m happy to be back!

ENGNE was created by Chelsea Nordiq, Nakkertok Nordic, Club Skinouk and the Gatineau
Loppet to organize the Gatineau stage of the 2016 Ski Tour Canada, FIS World Cup event.
ENGNE ran the 2019 Canadians Ski Championships and was scheduled to run the 2021
Championships until it was cancelled due to Covid-19.

Local skier’s Guillaume Pelchat of Pembroke and Tory Audet of Chelsea were the top juniors.
Racing starts again on Sunday, with the long distance, classic races beginning at 9am.
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Results: https://zone4.ca/event/2021/candycanecup/

For more information contact:
Anton Scheier media@engne.ca 613-601-8257Marie-Pier Pelletier-Millette
mariepierpm@gmail.com 819-593-1159
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